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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 6, 10-14, 18, and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shyu, et al. (5,923,792). 

With regard to claim 1, Shyu, et al. discloses a method for processing data (See for 
example, Fig. 2) comprising: receiving as inputs a plurality of records, each record comprising 
respective entries in a first field and in a second field (See for example, col. 6, lines 18-30; and 
Figs. 4-10); processing at least some of the records so as to find a relation, i.e., mathematical 
entry, for example, between the entries in the first and second fields in the at least some of the 
records, selecting for verification, i.e., integrity check of the content of the field, one of the 
records, comprising first and second entries in the first and second fields, respectively, and 
comparing the first and second entries to the relation in order to verify the first and second 
entries (See col. 7, line 66 through col. 9, line 19). 

With regard to claim 2, a method according to claim 1, wherein processing the at least 
some of the records comprises processing alphanumeric characters, and wherein the relation 
comprises a semantic relationship between words formed by the characters (See for example, 
col. 8, lines 12-21). 



Application/Control Number: 09/910,870 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2621 

With regard to claim 6, a method according to claim 1 5 wherein processing the at least 
some of the records comprises finding a mathematical relationship, i.e., C=A-B, between the 
entries in the first and second fields (See col. 8, lines 22-35). 

With regard to claim 10, a method according to claim 1, wherein comparing the first and 
second entries comprises correcting one or more of the first and second entries so as to accord 
with the relation (See for example, col. 8, lines 47-54). 

With regard to claim 1 1, a method according to claim 1, wherein processing the at least 
some of the records comprises finding alternative first and second relations, i.e., mathematical 
entry or town/zipcode, between the entries in the first and second fields, and wherein comparing 
the first and second entries comprises verifying the entries if they accord with either of the first 
and second relations (which broadly reads on col. col. 8, lines 12-35; and col. 9, lines 40-58). 

With regard to claim 12, a method according to claim 1, wherein receiving the plurality 
of records comprises receiving entries that have been coded by optical character recognition 
(OCR), and wherein comparing the first and second entries comprises verifying that the OCR has 
correctly coded the entries (See for example, col. 3, lines 46-50; col. 10, line 40 through col. 11, 
line 5; and Fig. 1). 

Claims 13, 14, 18, 22, 23, and 24 are rejected the same as claims 1, 2, 6, 10, 11, and 12 
respectively except claims 13, 14, 18, 22, 23, and 24 are apparatus claims. Thus, arguments 
analogous to those presented above for claims 1, 2, 6, 10, 1 1, and 12 are respectively applicable 
to claims 13, 14, 18, 22, 23, and 24. 
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Claims 25, 26, 30, 34, 35, and 36 are rejected the same as claims 1, 2, 6, 10, 1 1, and 12 
respectively. Thus, arguments analogous to those presented above for claims 1, 2, 6, 10, 1 1, and 
12 are respectively applicable to claims 25, 26, 30, 34, 35, and 36. Shyu, et al further discloses a 
computer software product for processing data, the product comprising a computer-readable 
medium in which program instructions are stored (See Figure 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7-9, 19-21, and 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shyu, et al. (5,923,792) in view of Elischer, et al. (5,193,121). 

With regard to claim 7, Shyu, et al. (hereinafter "Shyu") discloses all of the claimed 
subject matter, as already discussed above in paragraph 2, and incorporated herein by reference. 
Shyu does net expressly call for assigning a confidence level to the relation, and wherein 
comparing the entries comprises verifying the entries responsive to the confidence level. 
However, Elischer, et al. (col. 3, line 53 through col. 4, line 13) teaches this feature. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching as 
taught by Elischer, et al. into the system of Shyu, and to do so would at least minimize the time 
taken to compare the various entries/contents of the fields by associating a constraint, i.e., 
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confidence level, so that data can be verified according to the degree of the confidence level, and 
thereby enhancing the verification/integrity process. 

With regard to claim 8, a method according to claim 7, wherein assigning the confidence 
level to the relation comprises assigning the confidence level responsive to a quantity of the at 
least some of the records that satisfy the relation (See for example, Fig. 2 of Elischer, et al). 

With regard to claim 9, a method according to claim 1, wherein comparing the first and 
second entries to the relation comprises assigning a confidence level to the verification of the 
selected record responsive to a fit of the first and second entries to the relation (See col. 5, 27-53 
of Elischer, et al). 

Claims 19, 20, and 21 are rejected the same as claims 7, 8, and 9 respectively except 
claims 19, 20, and 21 are apparatus claims. Thus, arguments analogous to those presented above 
for claims 7, 8, and 9 are respectively applicable to claims 19, 20, and 21. 

Claims 31, 32, and 33 are rejected the same as claims 7, 8, and 9 respectively. Thus, 
arguments analogous to those presented above for claims 7, 8, and 9 are respectively applicable 
to claims 7, 8, and 9. 

5. Claims 3-5, 15-17, and are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shyu, et al. (5,923,792) in view of Ohta, et al. (5,050,221). 

With regard to claim 3, Shyu, et al. (hereinafter "Shyu") discloses all of the claimed 
subject matter as already discussed above in paragraph 2, and the arguments are not repeated 
herein, but are incorporated by reference. Shyu does not expressly call for plotting points 
corresponding to the entries in a multidimensional space, and finding a geometrical relationship 
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between the points in the space. Finding a geometrical relationship between points by plotting 
points corresponding to the entries in a multidimensional, i.e., two dimensional, space is well 
known in the art of image or document image processing, as evidenced by Ohta, et al. (See for 
example, Figs. 4 and 8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate the teaching as taught by Ohta, et al. into the system of Shyu, if for no other 
reason than to obtain the geometrical relationship of the data entries by plotting the entries in a 2- 
dimensional space as shown in Figure 4, and to do so would at least enhance the 
verification/integrity of the content/entry of the fields. 

With regard to claim 4, a method according to claim 3, wherein finding the geometrical 
relationship comprises fitting one or more lines to at least a portion of the entries (See for 
example, Fig. 4 of Ohta, et al). 

With regard to claim 5, a method according to claim 4, wherein comparing the first and 
second entries comprises plotting an entry point in the multidimensional space corresponding to 
the first and second entries, and verifying the entries responsive to a proximity of the entry point 
to one of the lines (See for example, Figs. 4 and 8 of Ohta, et al). 

Claims 15, 16, and 17 are rejected the same as claims 3, 4, and 5 respectively, except 
claims 15, 16, and 17 are apparatus claims. Thus, arguments analogous to those presented above 
for claims 3, 4, and 5 are respectively applicable to claims 15, 16, and 17. 

Claims 27, 28, and 29 are rejected the same as claims 3, 4, and 5 respectively. Thus, 
arguments analogous to those presented above for claims 3, 4, and 5 are respectively applicable 
to claims 27, 28, and 29. 
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Conclusion 



6. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. US Patent Numbers: 4813077, 5305396, 5680480, 5991776, and 6055327. 



7. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to DANIEL G MARIAM whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4010. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-4:30) FIRST FRIDAY OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, LEO BOUDREAU can be reached on 703-305-4607. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



OANIEL MIRIAM 
PRIWIARY EXAMINER 




July 28, 2004 



